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ZIPONGO LAUNCHES FIRST-EVER ‘HEALTHY DEALS’ ON YOUR GROCERIES

Startup led by MD helps people to discover healthier natural foods, starting at Andronico’s 

San Francisco, CA (June 20, 2011) – Zipongo announces the official launch of its “Healthy 
Deals” at www.zipongo.com, offering discounts of 50-90% for popular natural and healthier 
foods.  Subscribers pre-purchase featured brands online and redeem their deals at the grocery 
store.  With Zipongo Healthy Deals, discovering, and buying the right foods—ones that are 
nutritious, tasty, and affordable—becomes easier than ever before. 

Healthy Deals.  The launch of Zipongo’s “Healthy Deals” is focused on helping families deal 
with the often overwhelming array of food brand choices at the store, many with competing and 
hard to decipher nutrition claims.  Zipongo addresses this problem by promoting food brands that  
“can be a healthy part of a balanced set of meals, without being tied to narrowly defined diet  
rules” according to founder, Jason Langheier, MD, MPH. “We developed a simple system of fun, 
color coded nutrition badges to help people quickly identity the important positive and ‘watch-
out-for’ ingredients.” Zipongo assesses potential food deals using generally accepted nutrition 
principles from the Institute of Medicine and Dietary Guidelines for Americans, like minimizing 
sodium, saturated fat, and sugar, while encouraging appropriate intake of fiber, protein and key 
vitamins and minerals. 

Physician w/ a Mission.  “Zipongo’s mission is to empower fun, healthy living that is convenient 
and accessible; we want to measure our long-term success by our ability to improve quality of 
life,  and  prevent  chronic  disease”  says  Dr.  Langheier,  who  founded  non-profit  organization 
Fitness Forward and health tech company Proventys, previously.  “I was inspired to start Zipongo 
by the first two kids I met while helping start a pediatric obesity clinic at Boston Medical Center.  
They got no physical activity, but liked swimming.  Yet, their single mom didn’t even realize 
they could apply to swim for free for the summer at a YMCA three blocks from their apartment. 
In the course of becoming a physician, I’ve since seen so many resources devoted to treating  
illnesses—in people of all income levels—that could have been prevented if people had the right  
advice on how to change up their daily routines.  Most people feel their lives are too hectic to 
make discerning healthy decisions every day.  Instead—the people who succeed at living well are 
those that consciously change their default daily environment and sources of information.  That  
means moving closer to your job so you can walk to work, or, more simply, choosing to shop at  
the places that put the right foods in front of you.”  

Top  Natural  Foods  Partners. Up  and  coming  and  established  natural  food  makers  have 
partnered with Zipongo to help people discover that there are great foods out there, which people  
can rely on in their daily meals.  Newman’s Own, Evol Burritos, Stonyfield Farms, Zico Coconut 

http://www.zipongo.com/


Water and Clover Organic Farms are some of the trusted natural food makers participating in the  
program. Retailers participate and benefit too.  For the first month after launch, nearly all deals  
will be exclusively available at Andronico’s Community Markets.  Director of Grocery Jonathan 
Packman at partner store Andronico’s says, “We are excited to offer Zipongo Healthy Deals to  
our customers. Andronico’s is constantly looking for innovative ways to deliver value and quality 
to our customers, while offering a broad selection of natural, organic, specialty and conventional 
groceries.”  Andronico’s also helps customers identify healthy choices with Zipongo “Healthy 
Deal” flags in the aisles, and will feature Healthy Deals on prominent displays.

zLife. Zipongo has also developed a beta release of zLife, web and mobile tools to help further  
personalize daily life that is fun and healthy, making it easy to pick the next meal, organize fun 
physical activity with friends, buy the right groceries, and track results in a fun way.   People may 
email beta@zipongo.com if interested in using and offering feedback on these cutting edge apps 
that will be incorporated into the main Zipongo platform over time. 

The  highly  anticipated  Zipongo  Healthy  Deals  program begins  June  21st,  2011  and  will  be 
available free through Zipongo’s website, www.zipongo.com, iPhone, and Android apps. 

####

About Zipongo
Zipongo’s mission is to empower fun, healthy living that is convenient, accessible and enjoyed 
with friends.  Zipongo was founded by Jason Langheier, MD, MPH, a Duke/ Harvard/ UCSF 
trained physician, who previously founded Fitness Forward Foundation (youth health education) 
and co-founded Proventys,  Inc  (personalized cancer  decision support).   Zipongo offers  daily 
“Healthy  Deals”  to  consumers  of  50-90%  off  natural  and  healthy  food  brands  when  pre-
purchased online that are redeemed at their local grocery store.  Zipongo also creates mobile apps 
and tools to empower healthy living through personalized data tracking and recommendations.  
zLife, in alpha, provides tailored meal, exercise, and sleep plans, based on the social sharing of  
experiences and tracking of personal activity data.  zLife is also integrated with top personal data  
devices such as the Withings WiFi body scale, Zeo sleep tracker and Fitbit.  Zipongo is backed by 
prominent  investors  and  leaders  in  health  technology,  social  media,  food manufacturing  and 
retail, and public health.

About Andronico’s Community Markets
Andronico’s Community Markets,  a family-owned company which was founded in 1929, has 
eight  retail  locations  in  San  Francisco,  Berkeley,  Los  Altos,  Palo  Alto  and  San  Anselmo. 
Andronico’s offers a broad selection of natural,  organic, specialty and conventional groceries,  
providing our customers with a convenient destination to satisfy all of their shopping needs in one 
stop.  For  more  information  on  Andronico’s  Community  Markets’  locations,  hours  and 
promotions visit www.andronicos.com.

http://www.andronicos.com/
http://www.zipongo.com/
mailto:beta@zipongo.com

